
Ktunaxa Grammar Rules-  

Section #6: Verb Tenses - Present Tense & 

Future Tense  

 

 

The Following is Section #6 of the Ktunaxa Grammar Rules and is meant to show 

the use of Verb tenses -“Present Tense” and “Future Tense”.  

 

(Referenced from  Grammar Rules Booklet- Acknowledgements to the KKLP).  

Ktunaxa   English Description 

Present Tense 

skikiⱡ = Shows that something is 
happening right now. 

The word “skikiⱡ” before an action word (verb or verb phrase) shows that 
something is happening right now or presently. 

 

Examples- When responding to a question such as, “What are you doing?”: 

 

Hu skikiⱡ ʔitkini ki̓kiⱡ. = I am preparing a meal. 

Hu skikiⱡ ʔikni. = I am eating. 

Skikiⱡ ʔitkiniⱡni yaqsuʔmiⱡ. = They are making a boat. 
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Future Tense 

ȼxaⱡ = Shows that something will be 
happening in the future. 

The word “cxaⱡ” before a verb shows that something will be happening in the 
future. 

Examples:   

Hu ȼxaⱡ ʔitkini ki̓kiⱡ…. = I will prepare a meal…. 

Hu ȼxaⱡ ȼi̓naxaⱡaʔni ʔakikⱡuʔnam.  = We will be going to town. 

Hu ȼxaⱡ ʔituq̓ⱡiⱡqni…. = I will write…. 

 
 
 

  

 


