
 Ktunaxa- Plants 

 

The Following is a list of Plants and the corresponding Ktunaxa words.(Referenced 

from the Blue Book).  

English Spelling (scientific name)  Ktunaxa Spelling 

Alder (Alnus spp.)  Naʔmat ̓

Alfalfa/Timothy  K̓ukq̓naⱡ piskiniⱡ 

Algae- green slime  ʔa·qu·qⱡawumaⱡ 

Algae- stringy green slime  ʔa·qu·qⱡawutiyaⱡ 

Alumroot (Heuchera cylindrica)  Kakquka̓ⱡiⱡⱡik 

Aspen-quaking aspen (Populus 
tremuloides) 

 ʔa·kⱡumak 

Barley- foxtail barley (Hordeum 
jubatum) 

 ʔa·qati̓s na·ky̓u 

Barley  Kⱡuⱡam̓xu 

Beargrass (Xerophyllum tenex)  ʔa·kⱡaⱡku̓ 

Birch tree- paper birch (Betula 
papyrifera) 

 ʔa·kuwaⱡwuʔk 

Bitter cherry  Nipȼunxa 

Bitterroot (Lewisia)  Naqamȼu 
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Black moss/ Lichen  ʔaⱡⱡa 

Bog rush  Naq̓ȼaquwaⱡ 

Bracken fern (Pteridium aquilinum)  Suqsuq ʔa·qaⱡiʔis 

Brown-eyed Susan  Kmanwiȼkik 

Buckbrush (Ceanothus velutinus)  Kakyaxapwuʔk 

Bulrush/Tule (Scirpus spp.)  Tanaⱡ 

Burdock/Burr (Arctium minor)  Taq̓xaka 

Cabbage  ʔa·quⱡaqpiʔk 

Cactus (Opuntia)  Wiyu 

Camas (Camassia quamash)  Xapi 

Cascara Bark  ʔa·qunaq 

Cattail leaves (Typha latifolia)  ʔumȼi̓ⱡaⱡ 

Cattail pod (Typha latifolia)  ʔa·ki̓s hanq̓u 

Cedar- Western redcedar (Thuga 
plicata) 

 ʔiȼn̓at ̓
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Chokecherry (Prunus virginiana)  ʔa·kiʔⱡmak ̓

Chokecherry tree/shrub (Prunus 
virginiana) 

 ʔa·kiʔⱡmakw̓uʔk 

Clematis- Blue Clematis (Clematis 
Columbiana) 

 Kaʔⱡka ʔa·kȼi̓kaʔis 

Conk- fungus on tree   ʔa·q̓anⱡapxmaku 

Cottonwood- with long leaves 
(Populus) 

 Kanuⱡmaquⱡaqpiʔk 

Cottonwood Seed  Tatxam 

Cow-parsnip (Heracleum lanatum)  Wum̓aⱡ 

Coyote’s Tobacco/Sage (Artemisia)  Skinkuȼ yaq̓iti̓s  

Cranberry- wild/ Currant (Ribes)  Sȼi̓·p̓u 

Currant/ Gooseberry (Ribes)  Kisyiti̓n 

Death Camas (Zigadenus)  Nupqasaquⱡ 

Desert Parsley (Lomatium 
sandbergii) 

 Naptnuquku 

Devil’s Club (Oplopanax horridus)  Naⱡi·ȼaxawuʔk 

Dogbane (Apocynum 
androsaemifolium) 

 Skinkuȼ ʔa·quwukaʔis 
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Dogwood berries (Cornus 
stolonifera) 

 Muk 

Dogwood bush (Cornus stolonifera)  Mukwuʔk 

Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga 
menziesii) 

 ⱡu 

Elderberry (Sambucus)  Yuk 

Elderberry shrub or tree 
(Sambucus) 

 Yukwuʔk 

Engelman Spruce (Picea 
engelmannii) 

 K̓isⱡuⱡaⱡ 

False Hellebore (Veratrum viride)  Naq̓atn̓am 

False Solomon’s Seal (Smilacina 
spp.) 

 ʔa·kpiȼi̓s kⱡawⱡa 

Fir- Subalpine fir (Abies lasiocarpa)  Nisnap 

Fireweed (Epilobium 
angustifolium) 

 Napqum̓sal/ kaka̓ⱡmukwatiⱡik 

Foamberry/Soapberry (Sheperdia 
canadensis) 

 Kupaʔtiⱡ 

Glacier Lily (Erythronium 
grandiflorum) 

 Maxa 

Gooseberry- swamp (Ribes)  Namquknumaⱡ 

Grass   ʔa·quxmaⱡiʔit 
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Grass/Hay  ȼahaⱡ 

Hawthorn berries- black 
(Crataegus) 

 Kaⱡa 

Hawthorn bush- black (Crataegus)  Kaⱡaʔwuʔk 

Hawthorn berries- red (Crataegus)  ʔa·kumu/ ⱡupⱡi 

Hawthorn bush- red (Crataegus)  ʔa·kumuʔwuʔk 

Hawthorn-red (Crataegus)  Kanuhus 

Horsetail/ Rush (Equisetum)  Wasa 

Huckleberry (Vaccinium spp.)  ⱡawiyaⱡ 

Indian Hemp   ʔa·quⱡaqpis 

Juneberry (Amelanchier alnifolia)  Siyaʔya 

Juniper (Juniperus scopulorum)  ʔa·kukp̓ⱡuⱡaⱡ 

Kinnikinnick- berry (Arctostaphylos 
uva-ursi) 

 ȼaqa 

Kinnikinnick- plant (Arctostaphylos 
uva-ursi) 

 ȼaqawuʔk 

Larch (Larix occidentalis)  K̓ustit ̓
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Large-leafed plant that grows in 
water 

 Tumu 

Leaves  ʔa·quⱡaqpiʔk 

Lettuce  ʔa·quⱡaqpiʔk 

Lichen/Green moss on tree  ʔumquⱡna 

Lodgepole Pine (Pinus Contorta)  ʔiⱡtit ̓

Lovage- herb  ʔayut 

Maple- Rocky Mountain (Acer 
Glabrum) 

 Miȼkik 

Milkweed (Asclepias)  Kuȼq̓uku 

Mint- Field Mint  Mata 

Mockorange (Philadelphus lewisii)  Kyukmuⱡwuʔk 

Mountain-Ash (Sorbus scopulina)  
Kyaⱡtiʔⱡmak/̓ yaktiʔⱡmak/̓ yaⱡtiʔⱡmak/̓ 
yaptiʔⱡmak ̓

Mushroom/Toadstool  ʔa·ka̓ⱡakaʔis watak 

Nettle- stinging nettle (Urtica 
dioica) 

 ȼuq̓kuna 

Onion  ʔa·kuwaⱡ 
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Onion- wild poisonous  Nupqawasaqu 

Onion- wild (Allium cernuum)  Sxayuk ̓

Oregon-grape berry (Berberis 
repens) 

 Nahuk 

Oregon-grape bush/vine (Berberis 
repens) 

 Nahukwuʔk 

Parsnip- wild  Naq̓an̓kam̓ 

Pinegrass (Calamagrostis 
rubescens) 

 Naqⱡan̓tka 

Pipsissewa (Chimaphila umbellata)  ʔa·kpiȼi̓s ⱡawu 

Poison ivy (Rhus radicans)  ʔa·quwuʔk 

Pond-lily- yellow (Nuphar luteum)  ʔumku̓ⱡ 

Ponderosa Pine/Red Pine (Pinus 
ponderosa) 

 Himu 

Potato  Waʔta 

Pussywillow/Willow  ʔa·q̓uⱡukp̓ak 

Pussywillow  ȼitn̓ana 

Raspberry (Rubus)  Kwuwuʔka ʔa·q̓uku 
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Red-osier Dogwood (Cornus 
Stolonifera) 

 Muʔk 

Red-osier Dogwood bush (Cornus 
Stolonifera) 

 
 
Mukwuʔk 

Redtop Grass (Agrostis alba)  ʔa·ka̓kuwaⱡ/ Kanusinq̓ahaⱡ 

Wild Rhubarb- poisonous  Namⱡasuk 

Rose bush (Rosa)  Q̓uⱡmawuʔk 

Rosehip  Q̓uⱡwa 

Rosehip- long and narrow  Wuq̓upis 

Ryegrass  Kⱡitukxu 

Sage  Kaⱡnukupqapmu puʔⱡa 

Sagebrush (Artemisia tridentate)  ʔa·knuqⱡuq̓unaʔqa 

Sagewort (Artemisia)  Yaq̓iti̓s skinkuȼ 

Serviceberry (Amelanchier 
alnifolia) 

 Sq̓umu 

Serviceberry bush/tree 
(Amelanchier alnifolia) 

 Sq̓umuʔwuʔk 

Shooting star (Dodecatheon)  ȼuku̓nkana 
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Silverberry (Elaeagnus)  Kyanuqⱡuwuʔk 

Snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus)  Miȼqukuⱡiⱡna 

Spruce- White spruce (Picea 
glauca) 

 K̓isiȼq̓aⱡ 

Strawberry (Fragaria)  ʔa·q̓uku/ kaⱡmuxu 

Sunflower  Xaⱡ/ kmanwiȼkik 

Sweet Cicely (Osmorhiza)  Ksanwaⱡ 

Sweetgrass (Hierochloe odorata)  Nisnapaⱡ 

Thimbleberry (Rubus parviflorus)  Kaȼⱡ̓aquⱡaqpiʔk 

Tiger Lily (Lillium tigrinum)  Nasayit 

Tobacco  Yaq̓it 

Wapato  ʔawisi 

Water Parsnip (Berula erecta)  ʔa·kiȼq̓akam 

Water-Hemlock  Namⱡasuk 

Western Yew (Taxus brevifolia)  ȼi̓p̓iⱡ 
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White Pine (Pinus monticola)  ʔa·kam 

Whitebark Pine (Pinus albicaulis)  Q̓anⱡata̓na 

Whortleberry (Vaccinium 
Scoparium) 

 Nupxamuⱡ 

Wild Carrot/ Yampah (Perideridia 
gairdneri) 

 Niʔȼna 

Wildrye- grass (Elymus)  ʔa·kinku̓waⱡaⱡ 

Willow- yellow and green (Salix)  ʔa·quⱡukp̓ak 

Willow bush (Salix)  ⱡam̓ 

Yarrow (Achillea millefolium)  Q̓uȼaȼqatuna 

Yellowbell (Fritillaria pudica)  ʔinq̓um 

 


